TO:  

Parent or Guardian of Freshman Academy Student

FROM: 
Mr. Cory Gasaway

DATE:

August 20th, 2008
SUBJECT:
Introduction to Freshman Academy

Dear Parent or Guardian,


I would like to take this time to introduce myself as the English instructor of your freshman Bloom student.  My name is Mr. Cory Gasaway and I have taught at Bloom for four years; however, this year is a very significant moment for Bloom.  Your Bloom freshman student will be a part of our all inclusive Freshman Academy. 


Basically, the Freshman Academy has goals set to help your student transition properly from junior high to high school.  Specific attendance policies, homework policies, and other school functions are being utilized this year to help your student begin their career at Bloom in a positive manner.  Students in the Freshman Academy will also share the same core teachers.  Generally, it’s a school within a school. 


The Freshman Academy will truly benefit your student with support from the parent or guardian; therefore, we are relying on you to continue supporting your student and Bloom High School.  More parent involvement is a crucial goal to helping increase the productivity and grades of this year’s freshman class.

I have the privilege of instructing your student this year in English 1, a freshman course.  I take the job of an educator seriously and hope to properly guide all my students.  Moreover, I hope to have good communication with parents and/or guardians.  I want to you to feel free in contacting me at any time with questions, concerns, comments, or ideas.  Also, I welcome setting a parent conference at any available time during the year. 
The Homework Policy:  1st Semester students that miss an assignment will have until the next class period to turn in an assignment for half credit (remember half credit is 50% which is already an E failure).  If this assignment is not turned in by the next class period it will not be accepted (thus the grade will be a 0).  For 2nd Semester there will be no late work collected.  By this time, freshman should have learned to become more responsible and do all their work on time.  

I cannot stress to you the parent/guardian just how important homework is to their final grade.  Basically, if they do not do homework on a regular basis they will most likely fail the course.  I know you may not be capable of helping the student with some of the assignments, but I ask that you support are staff and engage your student in nightly discussion about their assignments.  Without parental support, the chance that a student will stay focused strongly diminishes.  We need your assistance in helping guide your Bloom student down the right path


I have attached a syllabus for my class which outlines the course and what I will be focusing on during the year.  Please save this information in case you may have to reference it later during the year.  Again, it is a pleasure to begin this year with your student in my course and I look forward to meeting you at a later time.

Sincerely,

Mr. Cory Gasaway

English Instructor

Bloom High School

cgasaway@sd206.org
After reading this letter with your Bloom student, please sign below and acknowledge that you plan on supporting our Bloom staff in enriching the education of this student.  Thank you for your cooperation.

________________________________

________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Student Signature

