English 1 Honors
Syllabus

Mr. Gasaway

Contact Info:  
(309) 755-1122 ext. 2190

cgasaway@sd206.org
INTRODUCTION



This class is a language arts course known as English 1 Honors.  English courses deal mainly with learning and applying skills founded in reading and writing, as well as interpreting and critiquing literature.  
In high school, the focus of a literature course is to challenge students to create new ways to interpret (understand the meaning) and apply (use) what they learn from reading and writing.  This course will use different pieces of literature; therefore, the material requires you to focus more on the symbolisms, themes, and meanings within our literature.  
The teacher will model and assist you with how to deal with the class objectives (goals), and serve as your guide through English for the entire school year.  Still, it’s up to you, and only you, in order to receive a passing grade.


Since this course is an Honors course, you will be required to work harder and think deeper than other courses.  Honors courses need more critical thought than the average English course.  There will be some history lessons incorporated into the course, which will mainly be taught by a lecture; however, the class will focus mostly on interpreting the writing and learning proper grammar.  
EXPECTATIONS

Students are to keep up with class assignments and remain focused in the classroom on any tasks given.


Students are also expected to follow class rules, which we will go over on another sheet.  Basically, show respect for me and other students.  Do not lie, whine, moan, or cry…and especially do not talk back.  


Mostly, I expect you to address any concerns, problems, or questions on any material we cover for the class.  I welcome open communication and desire that every student feels comfortable approaching me with any comments.  If you become confused or lost during a lesson, it is imperative you come for help or to set up a time after/before school for assistance.  I will always be open to helping you with any problem.


You will also be expected to read and write almost every day.  Those students in multiple Honors classes will have plenty of homework; therefore, I expect you learn to balance your schedule and assignments.  You need to get into a routine for completing assignments.  

CLASS TASKS

· Lectures & Notes
· Grammar & Vocabulary

· Group Assignments 
· Daily Writing Responses

· Silent, Aloud, or Home Reading Assignments

· Video Clips

· Research Papers/Essay
CLASS MATERIALS (needed for class every day)

· Textbook

· Pencil & Pen

· Notebook paper
· Folder

· School Planner

 Finally, we will go over the class rules on another sheet, but these are my class policies for homework and attendance
Tardy Policy
1st Offense- Warning

2nd Offense- Detention & Call home

3rd Offense- Detention & Call home

4th Offense- A referral to the dean & suspension

Homework Policy

Late Work- 

1st Semester- students that miss an assignment will have until the next class period to turn in an assignment for half credit.  If this assignment is not turned in by the next class period it will not be accepted

2nd Semester- after winter break there will be no late work collected.  By this time, freshman should have learned to become more responsible and do their work on time. 

 Behavior Policy:  Any inappropriate behavior will be dealt with in a strict and serious manner.  School is an institution and showed be treated with respect.

1st Offense: Warning + a STOP slip

2nd Offense:  Detention + Call home to parent

3rd Offense:   Detention + Call home to parent + intervention referral

4th Offense:  Referral to the dean (Suspension from school)
